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The following text by Charles E. Hood will be read by UM President Richard 
C. Bowers at the dedication of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at 1:30 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 13. Hood, an associate professor of journalism at the UM, is 
writing a doctoral dissertation titled '"China Mike' Mansfield: The Making of
a Congressional Authority on the Far East." One framed copy of the text will 
be given to the Mansfields and one framed copy will be hung in the library in 
the area in the Archives that contains Mansfield memorabilia.
When Mike Mansfield announced his retirement from the United States Senate 
in 1976, he told newsmen that "I want to be forgotten." His wish will be ignored.
Since he left the University of Montana faculty for a seat in Congress in 
1943, Mike has assured himself a place in history.
As Majority Leader from 1961 to 1976, he guided the Senate through one of 
the nation's most troubled periods--an era marked by cold war, a presidential 
assassination, racial strife, social turmoil and the Vietnam War. During his 
tenure--the longest of any majority leader--the Senate debated the historic 
civil rights and voting rights acts; the unprecedented social programs to help 
the poor, the elderly and the disabled; the first major measures to control 
environmental pollution; and the Southeast Asia war that divided the Senate 
as it did the American public.
"In the long domestic and foreign policy struggles" of those difficult 
years, wrote columnist James Reston of the New York Times, "no one won the respect 
of Congress and the executive branch more than Mike Mansfield."
(more)
Mild-mannered and restrained in asserting his leadership prerogatives, Mike 
led the Senate, recalls one observer, "by the quiet, unwavering force of his own 
character." Under his guidance, gradual but sweeping changes in rules made the 
Senate more democratic. The filibuster rule was reformed, making it more difficult 
for a recalcitrant minority to thwart the will of the majority; committee meetings 
were opened to the public; the seniority system was revamped; and young senators 
were given positions of authority and leadership that had not been available to 
them under previous majority leaders.
"More than any other man," wrote one political analyst, "Mr. Mansfield has 
changed the character and attitudes of the Senate from a passive institution 
run by an inner club of a few elderly men into an assertive institution in which 
voices of a new postwar generation of senators could be heard."
His accomplishments were not all associated with his role as majority leader. 
His proudest achievements were his long, lonely but ultimately successful fight 
to establish a Senate conmittee to oversee the operations of American intelligence 
agencies, including the CIA; initiating the Senate Watergate investigation; 
playing a major role in achieving the voting franchise for 18-year-olds; and foiling 
as a young Congressman--a federal government plan to alter drastically the water 
level of Montana's Flathead Lake.
A popular professor who taught Far Eastern and Latin American history at the 
University of Montana before his election to Congress, Mike was one of that body's 
most respected authorities on foreign policy, particularly in the Far East, where 
he had been stationed in 1921 and 1922 as a Marine. His public service spans 36 
years and seven presidents, each of whom--from Franklin Delano Roosevelt to Jimmy 
Carter--has sought his advice and sent him on major fact-finding or diplomatic 
missions abroad.
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(more)
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Though Mike was an early advocate of American aid to Vietnam, he warned as 
early as 1953 of the dangers of committing American ground troops to Southeast 
Asia. "He was the one person," wrote an American journalist, "who from the beginning 
was uncannily right" is his assessments of the situation in Vietnam. His greatest 
disappointment in public life, Mike has said, was that "I was not able to stop, or 
slow down, the Vietnam War."
For years, Mike championed a policy to re-open the door to China and establish 
normal diplomatic relations. His trips to China during the Nixon and Ford adminis­
trations helped clear the way for the improved relations between the two countries.
Appointed U.S. Ambassador to Japan by President Carter in 1977, Mike quickly 
won the respect of the Japanese people and was recently described by a State 
Department official as potentially "the most powerful and important ambassador 
to Japan since (Edwin) Reischauer," Harvard's authority on Japan who was there in 
the 1960s. Both Western diplomats and Japanese officials, writes a columnist in 
the Japan Times, say Mike "has made a good deal of headway in calming tensions 
and urging both Japan and the United States to discuss their differences rather 
than shout at each other."
Despite his intense interest in national and foreign affair^, Mike never 
neglected his constituents during his 10 years in the House of Representatives 
and his 24 in the Senate. No one in Congress had a better reputation for getting 
action on personal requests from constituents, regardless of their party affiliation 
or whether they knew Mike personally.
His attachments to Montana have always been strong. He was reared in Great Falls 
and worked as a miner in Butte before coming to Missoula to get his bachelor's and 
master's degrees in history at the University of Montana. Since he left the faculty 
for Congress in 1943, he has been carried on university rolls as a professor-on-1eave.
(more)
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His wife, Maureen, whom he met in Butte and married in Missoula, also was a 
student at the University of Montana, where she earned a master's degree in English. 
Mike has often said his wife was largely responsible for his success. A graduate 
of St. Mary's College in Indiana, she tutored him when he was a would-be college 
student without a high-school diploma and advised him and encouraged him to pursue 
the course that led him to the University of Montana, Washington, D.C., and Tokyo.
During his three and a half decades of service as a member of Congress and 
as ambassador, Mike has never forgotten the University of Montana, which has been 
called one of his "two great loves," the other being foreign affairs. His personal 
and public papers, a massive and valuable collection that would have been welcomed 
by the most prestigious libraries and universities in the United States, are among 
the most recent of his many gifts to this campus.
Mike may be remembered for his personal qualities as much as for his numerous 
concrete achievements. His retirement from the Senate in 1976 was the occasion for 
one of the greatest outpourings of esteem ever given a departing senator by his 
colleagues. The tributes--delivered on the floor of the Senate— fill a 120-page 
book.
"All the time-worn adjectives his colleagues used to describe Mike simply 
seemed inadequate," wrote a Washington reporter. "'Fair, decent, courageous, 
wise, honest, gentle.' Good words once, but devalued by repeated applications to 
ordinary politicians."
One of the warmest tributes came from Mike's friend Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey:
When future generations of historians gather to assess the progress of democracy, 
freedom and openness in American government, we cannot be sure how they will treat 
our troubled age. But we can be certain of this— that the name Mike Mansfield will 
be heard often and proudly, as an example of enlightened leadership and a profound 
reverence for our institutions, and that it will not be forgotten as long as men 
remember our country and its achievements."
(more)
Noted for his taciturnity and his embarrassment when being complimented, 
Mike probably would have preferred the more succinct assessment offered about 
the same time by broadcaster David Brinkley, who called him "a leader who did 
his work quietly, smoked his pipe, and told the truth."
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MICHAEL JOSEPH MANSFIELD
U.S. Ambassador to Japan, former Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; 
born in New York City, March 16, 1903; son of Patrick and Josephine 
(O'Brien) Mansfield; student, Montana School of Mines, 1927-28; A.B., 
University of Montana, 1933, A.M., 1934; graduate student, University 
of California at Los Angeles, summers of 1937, '38; married Maureen Hayes, 
Sept. 13, 1932, Missoula; 1 daughter, Anne; seaman, U.S. Navy, 1918-19; 
with U.S. Army, 1919-20; with U.S. Marines, 1920-22; miner and mining 
engineer in Butte, 1922-31 ; member cf history and political science 
faculty, University of Montana, 1934-42; member 78th through 82nd 
Congresses, 1942-1952, 1st District of Montana; U.S. Senator from 
Montana, 1952-1976; assistant majority leader, 1957-61; majority 
leader, 1961-76; member, Committee on Foreign Relations, Appropriations 
Committee; chairman Democratic Policy Committee, Steering Committee; 
Presidential representative in China, 1944; U.S. Delegate, IX Inter- 
American Conference in Columbia, 1948; 6th UN Assembly, Paris, 1951-52; 
Southeast Asia Conference, Manila, 1954; 13th UN Assembly, 1958;
Presidential assignments, West Berlin, Southeast Asia, 1962; and Europe, 
Southeast Asia, 1965, 1969; visited People's Republic of China on invitation 
of Premier Chou-En-Lai in 1972; retired from Senate, 1976; appointed 
Ambassador to Japan, 1977.
MANSFIELD LIBRARY FACT SHEET
The five-story library was built in two phases. The first three 
stories--one above ground and two below--were completed in 1973. Con­
struction was funded by a $3.5 million legislative appropriation. The 
two top stories were finished in 1978, financed by a grant of $1.8 million 
from the Economic Development Administration of the Department of Commerce. 
Completion of the top floors added 72,000 square feet of space to the building, 
bringing its total space to 200,762 square feet.
The Mansfield Library, which is designated a regional depository of 
U.S. federal documents, contains over 600,000 volumes and 6,500 journals.
The Archives house 10,000 cubic feet of documents--enough to fill a room 
10' x 10' by 100' from top to bottom.
Among the archival documents are the Congressional papers of Sens.
Mike Mansfield, James Murray, Paul Hatfield and Joseph Dixon as well as 
those of Reps. Richard Shoup and Arnold Olsen. Also in the Archives are 
the papers of James Gerard, U.S. ambassador to Germany from 1913 to 1917.
Gifts to the library include original manuscripts of books by Missoula 
writer Dorothy M. Johnson, radio manuscripts and awards of newscaster 
Chet Huntley, and many other materials of value to scholars, writers and 
others.
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